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VISION: We will be a vibrant, dependable and clean city where services are delivered innovatively and effectively. 
MISSION: To provide effective operations of the city through collaboration of members, management and staff. 

 
 
Special Corporation of Hamilton Board Meeting, City Hall, Hamilton – 29 December 2015 – 
3:00pm  
 
  

Present:  Rt. Wor. Charles R. Gosling, JP, Chairman 
   Councillor John Harvey, MBE, JP 
   Councillor Dennis Tucker, JP    
   Councillor Lawrence Scott  

      Councillor RoseAnn Edwards 
     Councillor Henry Ming 
     Councillor George Scott, JP 
     Councillor Nicholas Swan 
     Minister of Home Affairs - Sen. the Hon. Michael Fahy 
     Acting Permanent Secretary (Home Affairs) – Aideen Ratteray-Pryse 
            
  Staff:   The Secretary – Edward Benevides, JP 
       
      

Apologies:  The City Engineer – Patrick Cooper 
   The Treasurer – Tanya Iris 
   The Event Project Manager – Danilee Trott 
   The Human Resource Manager – Lindell Foster  
   The Deputy Treasurer – Siobhan Fubler  
   Recording Secretary – Claudette Simons    

             
 

1. Confirmation of Notice – the Secretary confirmed that the appropriate notice of the 
meeting and agenda were posted according to the meeting guidelines. 

 
2. Role of the Chairman – the Mayor confirmed his role as Chairman. 

 
3. The Mayor called the meeting to order at 3:05pm. 

  
4. Apologies – the Secretary confirmed that apologies were received from City Engineer 
Patrick Cooper, Treasurer Tanya Iris, Event Project Manager Danilee Trott, HR Manager Lindell 
Foster, Deputy Treasurer Siobhan Fubler and Recording Secretary Claudette Simons. 
 
5. Public Participation – the Secretary confirmed that he had not received any requests for 
public participation. 
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6. Correspondence: 
   

(i) Letter from Minister Fahy 
 
The Mayor stated that the letter from Minister Fahy regarding funding 
assurances/guarantee has been passed on to Clarien Bank. The bank had some minor issues 
that they will discuss with their lawyers. The Mayor stated he will request that the Premier 
send a letter to the lender offering the Government’s support of the contents of the letter. 
Minister Fahy confirmed he has spoken with the Premier and he read an email to that effect 
from the Premier, to the Board:- 
 
Dear Mr. Mayor, 
  
Re:  Letter of Minister of Home Affairs dated 23rd December 201 5 (“the Minister’s 
letter”) 
  
I refer to your email dated 23rd December 2015 to the Minister of Home Affairs in which 
you made reference to the Minister’s letter. 
  
I can confirm that I have read and am in full support of the Minister’s letter and I shall seek 
the approval of Cabinet with regard to the assurances contained in the Minister’s letter at 
Cabinet’s next meeting. 
  
For the avoidance of doubt, the Minister has the full authority of Cabinet to make the 
necessary representations of Government in respect of Corporation of Hamilton matters. In 
fact, the Minister regularly gives updates to Cabinet in any event. 
  
If you require anything further please contact the Minister. 
  
Yours sincerely, 
  
Michael H. Dunkley 
Premier  
 
  
The Minister confirmed that the Mayor should be receiving this letter/email sometime 
today.  
 
 

7. Status Update: 
   

There are no status updates to report. 
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8. Recommendations for Review: 
 

(i)  Approval of the 2016 Budget 
 
The Mayor confirmed that the Secretary had forwarded a Budget review on to all Members 
with comments. He added that he appreciated the letter from the Minister as well as the 
soon-to-come email of support from the Premier. Minister Fahy confirmed that he had just 
received confirmation that the Premier’s letter has been sent to the Mayor.  The Mayor 
stated that he had a couple of concerns regarding the Budget. The first one is the Rating 
Ordinance that has not yet been published. He stated that there would be no increase (2%) 
until June/July when the new set of rates goes out. He added that despite the Ministry’s, as 
well as the Corporation’s best efforts in having established an MOU, the response from the 
AG’s Chambers is not as quick as hoped for. He added that the Sewage Tax Act Amendment 
2015 has not yet been tabled in Parliament so there will be no income from that series of 
amendments with regard to capital sewage projects.  
 
He referenced the Budget and the series of changes to it. The Budget was recommended for 
approval in the Finance Committee over a month ago and now that the Corporation has the 
letter from the Ministry as well as the support of the Premier for the letter, he asked if 
anyone would like to speak to it before a vote takes place. 
 
Councillor L. Scott stated that he is not sure how decisions are made in Cabinet. Does the AG 
HAVE to follow through with the wishes in the letter from the Minister as well as the 
support from the Premier or are they at liberty to make their own decisions? The Minister 
confirmed that he had spoken with the AG earlier that day and that he has vetted and is well 
aware of the Minister’s letter and that he has given the Premier advice about the content of 
the letter to the Mayor. The Minister added that the AG, in his view, will get this done. If 
there is a challenge, it will be the Corporation’s problem. He believes it will pass. He added 
that Government wants to do the 3-month guarantee, which takes it to the close of business 
of March. He assumes he will carry the Independents in the Senate, he assumes he will get 
the backbenchers’ support. He added that this is his view and that it has been articulated to 
him that it is the view of the AG as well as the Premier, too.  
 
Councillor Tucker conferred to the Minister that the Corporation has spent time, ad 
nauseam, on this Budget and that there is no wiggle room. He stressed that the Corporation 
wants to work with Government, in tandem, to get this travesty cleaned up. There are no 
sides here. The Minister appreciated the comment and agreed. Councillor L. Scott offered 
his confidence that it would get done. 
 
The Mayor noted that the 3-months will be a very important 3 months. Councillor Tucker 
added that it must get done by the drop date at the end of March. Councillor Ming lent his 
support, stated that he liked what he has heard today and he feels confident that we can 
move ahead with some degree of satisfaction. 
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RESOLUTION: that the Board approves the 2016 Budget as presented based on the 
assurances from the Government. 
 
Proposed:  Councillor L. Scott    Seconded:  Councillor H. Ming 
Unanimous 
Motion Passed 
 

 
9. Any Other Business 
 

   Councillor J. Harvey asked if there was any progress regarding the formation of a Committee 
to investigate the $18M deal. The Minister confirmed that the Government is in the process 
of making contact with authorities in Gibraltar – the Minister of Finance and the Attorney 
General of Gibraltar. He is confident that the police investigation has moved further ahead 
than it was two weeks ago. He added that he has been unable to date to secure the third 
member of the Committee which would be a lawyer of good standing. He noted that this is no 
easy task as many of those he has approached are conflicted; their firms having served the 
Corporation before. He will hold off until the first of January. If he is still unable to secure 
a third member, he may suggest to the Mayor that they go with only two members. He added 
that he would prefer another lawyer and that finding an accountant had been difficult as 
well. They might have to leave the big four Accountantcy firms alone and approach someone 
less known. 

 
Councillor Tucker made mention of a Board of Inquiry that the Premier has recently 
announced with regard to the management of Government in 2010-2012. He stated that the 
same thing should be done with the Corporation regarding the $18M deal of the previous 
administration. The Minister reiterated the fact that the Police Department is very far 
along in their investigation and that the Premier’s Commission is being put in place because 
there is no police investigation. He added that he made a criminal complaint about the $18M 
hence the police investigation. He didn’t see the point in doubling the efforts. Councillor 
Tucker noted that he is pleased to hear about the progress of the investigation and asked 
for any updates as they come in. Councillor Harvey put the suggestion of John Campbell 
forward for the Minister’s Committee. 
 
 

10. Motion to Move to Restricted Session 
 
    Proposed: Councillor L. Scott    Seconded: Councillor H. Ming 

 
 

The public session of the meeting adjourned at 3:31pm. 
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 ________________________   _____________________________ 
 Date        Mayor 
 
 
        _____________________________ 

       Secretary 
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